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USS CHARLES F. §DAMS (TDG-2)

B

The keel was Jaid for the first destroyer pBwemed end built as a
gu1ded missile ship on 16 June 1958 at Bath Iron Wbrks, Bath, Maine..
With this beginning the USS CHAHLES F. ADAMS (UDG—Z) flrst in a new
line of guided missile destroyers was borh.

She is named for Charles Francis Adams, groef érandson of John -
Quincy Aéams, sixth president of the United -Stat.es, and the great,
great grandson of John Adams, second pr351dent of the United States.
Charles F, Adams was noted for h1s untlrlng efforts to kaep the Mavy
a power in international affairs wh11e Secretarv of the Vavy in 1929-
19333 in spite of an apathetlcwznd economy mi- ’“4 bub11c. He was noted
for his yachtlng ability Whlch was well demonstrated in his 1921
Americas Cup Victory. ' ‘

On 8 September 1959 the CHARLES Fo ADAMS was 1aunched in the
Kennebec River by her sponsor Mrs. Robert Homans, a sister of her

namesake.

When fully eqni.g)ed aad monned the CHARY®S “,,,7 lﬁl‘ﬁ diaplam w500

tons. Her overall length is 137 feet and she hll ) bem of 1;7 feet, She

is l-u!ly mamed by 21 offteers and 280 ennahd mu. oo
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At the Commissioning Ceremony on 10 September 1960 at Boston Nawval
Shipyard, Charlestoﬁ, Ma;sachusetts, Admiral Jemes S.‘hucéel Vice Chief
of Naval Operatlons, was the nrinclpa1.|'-lier At this time she be-
came the responsibllity of her Comnanding Officer, Commander Wi]liam
R. Munros, Jr., USN. ’ |

Following conndssionlng, the CHARLES F. ANDAMS conducted intensive

"technical evaiuniioa!"éesigued to test the pverformance of individual
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equipments, Particular stress was. pla ,dg'gwthe TA RTAR,Mbapon‘System
and 1ts associated equlpments, 81nce TARTAR was speciflcal1y destgned v
for Destroyers. Also tested was the ASROC anti-submarine system and

»

1ts associsted sonar flre-control equipment. ﬂuring this period final
acceptance by the Navy was conducted. In additlon a period was set
aside for shakedown tralnlng., This welded the crew and the Shlp 1nto

one fighting machlne, tralned to react properly to varloua 51tuat10ns

of attack or defense.
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With shaka_c_iom_traj.nihé completed, the CFARTES F. ADANS progressed
to herﬁmos@ rugged phase of testing, Operations Evaluation. This phase
evaluated the ships capability to fight under 3vrhimo conditions and for
extended periods of time. .

On 30 June 1961 the CHARLES F. ADAMS was assigned Charleston, South
Carolina as a home port. She steamed up the Cooper River for the first

time on 28 July 1961 and commenced-cperations7as a part of Destroyer
Squadron SIX, \

On 13 November 1961 she left Charlesten to partieipate in a Nerthern
Europe gruise prior to jgining her sguadron in the Mediterwaneon, TPorts’
-of aalivon this cruise inciuded Brest, France; Goteborg, Sweden; Aarhus,
Denmark; Kiel, Germé;y; Rotterd%m,.Netherlands; Portsmouth, England and
Lisbon, Portugal.

Prior to her veturn to the United Stetes, the ship operated with
the SIXTH Fleét where valuable AAW expérience was gained,

March roared in like a lion and the ADAMS sored into her home port
on 3 Mareh 1962, where shé remained for & well earned wmonthts leave and
upkeep period. It wss during this period, én 10 Mareh 1962, thet the
Commanding Officer, CDR William Re Munroe, Jr. was relieved By CDR

Scottléz Terrill, USN, On 9 April the ADAMS was underway to rendezvous
I,




with other fleet units at Norfolk to prepare for the Presidentisl review
held 1h‘ﬂp?i1 1962. 1lso in April ADAMS and DESRON SIX became units of
Cruisepr-Destroyer Flotilla TEN,

The remainder of April and the first weeks of May were teken up with
participafion in a Fleet Amphibious Exercise with ADAMS missile firing
in the Caribbean-Sea and Roosevelt Roads. area., On 6 May the ADAMS
returned to Charleston, South Carolina to commence her interim yard
périod and remained in that status until the first of Julye

‘July and'August‘of 1962 werc months of normal .busy deétroyer oper-
ations in aﬁd out of homeport, conducting type trazining. September was
2 full“month for the ship. She went through Ar»i’Is and observations of
performance by the Fleet Training Group 2t Gu ntinamo Bay, Cubz, During
this time the ADAMS e2lso prepared for participstion in Project Mercury
(manned space flightsye

CDR Schirra's six orbital flight came on 3 October 1962 and after
the successful flight, the ADAMS proceeded to Norfolk, Virginia to
commencé her auties as surface-to-air TARTAR missile school ship,

This was a first, both for the ADAMS and the Navy.

It was while completing her duties as the first S-A-M school ship,
that the“Cuban crisis broke out and on 2L October 1962 the Adams took
her place in the Caribbean as one of many Atlantic and Pacific Fleet_
ships actively involved in the quarantine and surveilance operations,
The ship returned tc her homeport on 2 December 1962 after the Cuban
Quarantine was 1lifted and remained there until the new year. On the
week of 21 January she served in the capacity of DESRON SIX Flagship
for the last time by carrying ComDesRon SIX ,Captain W, Re CAFFERATA,

aboard during a week of type training,
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.. With the new year of 1963, DesRon SIX would be taking on a new look. -
withﬁmorgsmissfle ships andAa neﬁ Flégsﬁfp;-ﬂgé ﬁACﬁON@UGH (DrG+48). -

February 1963 featured ADAMS participationlfn tro weeks of oper~
ations at sea with the USS SARATOGA (CVA-60) in the eastern Atlantic |
and then to Key West to participafe in an‘ASW/ASAOC demoﬁstrafionvfor
the National Scientists and Industrialists Aééééiation (NeSeTels)e

Upon completion of her drties,-ADAMS returned to Charleston for
the remainder of March for tpﬁder avail bility in preparatlon for her
forthcoming yar; peribd.f FDR Scott E. Terrlll USN was relleved as_
Commanding Officer by Commander Emrett H. Tlﬂd USN, ogvé Abril 1963,
ADAMS then conducted a flnal perlod of type treining 2t sea and tem=
porarlly served as Flagship for COMCRUDESFTOT 2IY while tranonrtlng
RADM AILES USN, and staff to Norfolk. On 16 April 1963 ADLMS entered
Norfolk Nawvsl Shlpyarﬂ to commence her first regu]ar sblnyard overhaul
and the first nverhaul of an Atlantic Fleet DG,

AD/MS remained in overhaul at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, Portsmouth,
Virginia, until 16 August, when she’'put to sea to return to Charleéton.
For a month ADAMS operated in and out of her hoﬁeport, engaging in
individual ship exercisés preparatory to deploying to the Caribbean for
Ship Qualification Test firings and Refresher Training at éuantanamo Bay,
Cuba, This arduous traiﬁing duty.in the Caribbean saw port visits at
San Ju1n, Puerto Rlco, St Thomas, V1rg1n Islanﬂs, and Guantanqmo Bay,
Cuba. Upon completlon of refresher tralnlng on 15 Nbvember, the ADAMS
proceeded from San Juan to Key west, Florlda where she provided ASW/
ASROC school rhip services for the Fleet Sonar Schecol, Departing Key\

West on 22November, after nine weeks out of homeport, her long awaited
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trip home was saddenad by news of the death of President Kennedy.
Arriving home in Charleston, South Carolina, ADAMS and crew spent a

well earned leave and upkeep pertod, lasting through the traditional

Christmas=New Years period.




